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C. DEWITT FOARD & COMPANY, P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

1001 MOREHEAD SQUARE DRIVE e SUITE 450

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28203 PHILLIP G. WILSON
TELEPHONE: 704-372-1515 e FACSIMILE: 704-372-6066 TERRY W. LANCASTER

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

To the Board of Directors of
Catawba Lands Conservancy
Charlotte, North Carolina

We have audited the accompanying statement of financial position of Catawba Lands Conservancy,
(the Conservancy — a not-for-profit organization) as of December 31, 2009 and 2008, and the related
statements of activities and cash flows for the years then ended. These financial statements are the
responsibility of the Conservancy’s management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these
financial statements based on our audits.

We conducted our audit in accordance with U.S. generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the
financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis,
evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as
evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable
basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of the Conservancy as of December 31, 2009 and 2008, and the changes in its net
assets and its cash flows for the years then ended in conformity with U.S. generally accepted
accounting principles.

C. Uit Hud ¢ Cae PA

April 29, 2010
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Catawba Lands Conservancy

Statement of Financial Position

December 31, 2009 and 2008

December 31,

2009 2008
ASSETS
Current Assets:
Cash and cash equivalents $ 695,389 % 828,993
Grants and other receivables 68,961 162,884
Other current assets 2,850 11,780
Total Current Assets 767,200 1,003,657
Property and Equipment (net) 127,359 63,756
Other Assets:
Investments 797,887 619,996
Land held for sale 50,000 50,000
Property acquired for preservation 13,070,912 12,724,181
Total Other Assets 13,918,799 13,394,177
TOTAL ASSETS $ 14813358 $ 14,461,590
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities:
Accounts payable $ 25,787 % 67,150
Payroll liabilities - 2,308
Total Current Liabilities 25,787 69,458
Net Assets:
Unrestricted:
Undesignated 734,900 937,263
Designated by Board for specific purposes 205,784 12,277
Designated for preservation of property 13,070,912 12,724,181
Total Unrestricted Net Assets 14,011,596 13,673,721
Temporarily restricted 775,975 718,411
Total Net Assets 14,787,571 14,392,132
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $ 14,813,358 $ 14,461,590

See accompanying notes to financial statements. Page 2
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Catawba Lands Conservancy

Statement of Activities

Year Ended December 31, 2009

Temporarily
Unrestricted Restricted TOTALS
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Grants $ 189,716  $ 916,387 $ 1,106,103
Contributions of property to be preserved 944,119 - 944,119
Other contributions 273,810 - 273,810
Fundraising revenue 2,150 - 2,150
Investment earnings (losses) 139,832 - 139,832
Other income 21,487 - 21,487
Net assets released from restrictions 858,823 (858,823) -
Total support, revenue, and
reclassifications 2,429,937 57,564 2,487,501
EXPENSES
Salaries and benefits 889,872 - 889,872
Easements granted 689,119 - 689,119
Professional fees 209,831 - 209,831
Operations and maintenance 88,774 - 88,774
Public activities 51,044 - 51,044
Office supplies and expenses 48,568 - 48,568
Communications 37,407 - 37,407
Travel 23,189 - 23,189
Depreciation 18,297 - 18,297
Insurance 12,667 - 12,667
Other expenses 23,294 - 23,294
Total expenses 2,092,062 - 2,092,062
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 337,875 57,564 395,439
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING 13,673,721 718,411 14,392,132
NET ASSETS, ENDING $ 14011596 $ 775975 $ 14,787,571

See accompanying notes to financial statements. Page 3
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Catawba Lands Conservancy

Statement of Activities

Year Ended December 31, 2008

Temporarily
Unrestricted Restricted TOTALS
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Grants $ 294547 $ 1626370 $ 1,920,917
Contributions of property to be preserved 2,869,000 - 2,869,000
Other contributions 441,529 - 441,529
Fund raising revenue 3,434 - 3,434
Investment earnings (186,093) - (186,093)
Gain on sale of property 50,320 - 50,320
Other income 1,679,086 (1,679,086) -
Total support, revenue, and
reclassifications 5,151,823 (52,716) 5,099,107
EXPENSES
Easements granted 2,869,000 - 2,869,000
Salaries and benefits 822,113 - 822,113
Professional fees 554,096 - 554,096
Public activities 90,991 - 90,991
Operations and maintenance 89,368 - 89,368
Office supplies and expenses 67,871 - 67,871
Communications 45,467 - 45,467
Travel 20,674 - 20,674
Insurance 12,593 - 12,593
Depreciation 9,226 - 9,226
Other expenses 55,292 - 55,292
Total expenses 4,636,691 - 4,636,691
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 515,132 (52,716) 462,416
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING 13,158,589 771,127 13,929,716
NET ASSETS, ENDING $ 13,673,721  $ 718,411 $ 14,392,132

See accompanying notes to financial statements. Page 4



Catawba Lands Conservancy
Statement of Cash Flows
Years Ended December 31, 2009 and 2008

OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Change in net assets
Adjustments to reconcile changes in net assets to cash
flows from operating activities:
Depreciation expense
Grants received for long-term purposes
Donated property
Donated equipment and land for sale
Net realized and unrealized (gains) losses on investments
(Increase) decrease in operating assets:
Grants and other receivables
Other current assets
Increase (decrease) in operating liabilities:
Accounts payable
Payroll liabilities
Funds held for the benefit of others

Cash Flows from Operating Activities

INVESTING ACTIVITIES

Grants received for long-term purposes
Purchase of property and equipment
Purchase of property for preservation
Purchase of investments

Proceeds from the sale of investments

Cash Flows from Investing Activities

NET CHANGE IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS, BEGINNING
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS, ENDING

December 31,

2009 2008
395439 $ 462,416
18,297 9,226
- (447,379)
(255,000) -
(6,440) (3,700)
(120,089) 221,244
93,923 (12,119)
8,930 29,219
(41,363) (2,817)
(2,308) 2,308
- (648,050)
91,389 (389,652)
- 447,379
(75,460) (55,669)
(91,731) (660,228)
(101,584) (83,824)
43,782 78,593
(224,993) (273,749)
(133,604) (663,401)
828,993 1,492,394
695,389 $ 828,993

See accompanying notes to financial statements.
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Catawba Lands Conservancy
Notes to Financial Statements
December 31, 2009 and 2008

NOTE 1 - NATURE OF OPERATIONS

Catawba Lands Conservancy (the “Conservancy”) is a non-profit organization dedicated to acquiring
and preserving environmentally, historically, or culturally significant lands for open space, recreation,
or protection of natural resources. The Conservancy principally preserves land tracts located in the
North Carolina Catawba River Basin and the Southern Piedmont of North Carolina. The Conservancy
is also responsible for the perpetual management and stewardship of properties owned and the
monitoring and enforcement of conservation easements. The Conservancy is also involved in
facilitating the acquisition of conservation easements that are deeded to other parties, such as the State
of North Carolina.

NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Basis of presentation

The accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the accrual basis of accounting in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. Net assets
and revenues, expenses, gains, and losses are classified based on the existence or absence of donor-
imposed restrictions. Accordingly, net assets and changes therein are classified and reported as
follows:

Unrestricted net assets — Net assets can be both undesignated and designated in nature.
Undesignated, unrestricted net assets are those currently available for use in the day-to-day
operation of the Conservancy and those resources invested in property and equipment. From time
to time, the Board of Directors may designate certain amounts to be utilized/invested to meet
specific objectives of the Conservancy. Such amounts, as well as property acquired for
preservation, are reflected as unrestricted, designated net assets in the accompanying statement of
financial position.

Temporarily restricted net assets — Net assets subject to donor-imposed stipulations that may or
will be met, either by actions of the Conservancy and/or the passage of time. When a restriction
expires, that is when a stipulated time restriction ends or purpose restriction is accomplished,
temporarily restricted net assets are reclassified to unrestricted net assets and reported in the
statement of activities as net assets released from restrictions. If a restriction is fulfilled in the
same time period in which the contribution is received, the contribution is reported as unrestricted.

Permanently restricted net assets — Net assets subject to donor-imposed stipulations that they be
maintained permanently by the Conservancy. Generally, the donors of these assets permit the
Conservancy to use all or part of the income earned on any related investments for general or
specific purposes. At December 31, 2009 and 2008, the Conservancy had no permanently
restricted net assets.

Page 6



Catawba Lands Conservancy
Notes to Financial Statements
December 31, 2009 and 2008

NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, continued

Public support and grant revenue

The Conservancy relies heavily upon various grants and public contributions to assist in the
accomplishment of its preservation mission. Changes in economic conditions may directly affect a
grantor’s ability and willingness to make future contributions. Generally, grant funds made available to
the Conservancy are utilized to accomplish specific objectives of the grantor and the Conservancy.
Such grants contain specific criteria governing the expenditure of such funds. As a condition of the
grant, the Conservancy agrees to fully utilize the funds in a manner as prescribed by the underlying
grant agreement. Any noncompliance with the specific terms of the grant may result in funds being
returned to the grantor and any reductions in grant funding could adversely affect the operations of the
Conservancy.

Donated property

Property received as a gift is recorded at its estimated fair value on the date of the donation. Such
donations are reported as unrestricted support unless the donor has restricted the use of the donated
asset to a specific purpose. Donated property and equipment amounted to $255,000 for the year ended
December 31, 2009 and there was no donated property in 2008.

Donated conservation easements

Conservation easements received as a gift are recorded at the estimated change in the market value of
the associated property before and after the imposition of the easement. At that time, the Conservancy
also records a like amount as an expense since the conservation easements have no future economic
benefit to the Conservancy. Donated conservation easements amounted to $689,119 and $2,869,000
for the years ended December 31, 2009 and 2008.

Donated services

The Conservancy records donated services as contributions when the services either create or enhance
nonfinancial assets or would be purchased if they had not been provided by contribution, require
specialized skills, and are provided by individuals possessing those skills. A number of unpaid
volunteers, who serve in the capacity of Board members and various other volunteers, have made
significant contributions of their time to assist the Conservancy in achieving the goals of its programs.
The value of this contributed time is not reflected in these financial statements since it does not meet
the above recognition criteria.

Cash and cash equivalents

The Conservancy considers highly liquid investments with a maturity of three months or less when
purchased to be cash equivalents, except for those short-term investments managed as part of
investment management strategies.
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Catawba Lands Conservancy
Notes to Financial Statements
December 31, 2009 and 2008

NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, continued

Allowance for doubtful accounts

Management’s assessment of the collectability of receivables is based on a review of individual
accounts, historical experience, and current economic conditions. Based on the underlying nature of
the receivables at December 31, 2009 and 2008, management believes any allowance for uncollectible
receivables is not material to the financial statements taken as a whole,

Property and equipment

Property and equipment is stated at cost if purchased or estimated fair value at date of receipt if
donated, subject to a $500 capitalization threshold. Depreciation is provided over the estimated useful
lives of the assets and is computed on the straight-line method. The costs of major improvements are
capitalized while the costs of maintenance and repairs, which do not improve or extend the useful life
of the respective asset, are expensed when incurred. The cost and accumulated depreciation of property
and equipment are eliminated from the accounts upon disposal and any resulting gain or loss is
included in the changes in net assets in the period during which the disposition occurred.

Investments

Investments in marketable securities with readily determinable fair values and all investments in debt
securities are valued in the statement of financial position at their fair value. Fair value is determined
by reference to exchange or dealer-quoted market prices. If a quoted market price is not available, fair
value of securities is estimated using quoted market prices. If a quoted market price is not available,
fair value of securities are reflected as investment gains or losses in the accompanying statements of
activities.

Beneficial interests

The Conservancy recognizes its interest in assets held by other not-for-profit organizations (the
Community Foundation of Gaston County, Inc. and Foundation for the Carolinas) for the sole benefit
of the Conservancy. These assets are available to the Conservancy for acquisition and stewardship of
property easements and are recorded as investments on the Statement of Financial Position.

Land held for sale

The Conservancy has received donations of land, which the Conservancy intends to sell. The proceeds
from these sales will be available for the general operations of the Conservancy. The land held for sale
is recorded at its fair value at the date of donation, which approximates its fair value at December 31,
2009 and 2008.
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Catawba Lands Conservancy
Notes to Financial Statements
December 31, 2009 and 2008

NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, continued

Property and easements acquired for preservation

The Conservancy may acquire certain property and/or conservation easements through purchases as
well as through donor contributions. Donors generally contribute deeds to property and/or conservation
easements. Conservation easements are legal agreements in which the landowner gives up some of the
rights to their land, such as development, but retains ownership and management of the property. The
conservation easements are permanent and run with the land to successive owners. Contributions are
recorded at the estimated fair market value of the property or easement taking into consideration the
fact that the lands’ use may be severely limited based on the intent to preserve the property in its
undeveloped state. Based on these facts, the values of easements shown in the accompanying
Statement of Activities are based on management estimates.

Deferred revenue
Deferred revenue represents funds received for expenditures and/or services to be made or performed
in future periods.

Income tax status

The Conservancy is exempt from Federal income tax under Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3)
with respect to its exempt function income. The Conservancy is not a private foundation as defined by
Section 509(a) of the Internal Revenue Code.

U.S. generally accepted accounting principles requires an organization to recognize a tax benefit or
expense from an uncertain tax position only if it is more likely than not that the tax position will be
sustained on examination by the taxing authorities, based on the technical merits of the position. The
Conservancy has no uncertain tax positions as of December 31, 20009.

Functional allocation of expenses

Expenses are allocated to program services, management and general, and fund raising based on
management’s estimates of time spent and various allocation methods appropriate to the type of
expense.

Use of estimates

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in
the United States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the
reported amounts of assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported
amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those
estimates.
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Catawba Lands Conservancy
Notes to Financial Statements
December 31, 2009 and 2008

NOTE 3 - GRANTS AND OTHER RECEIVABLES

Total grants and other receivables were as follows at December 31.:

2009 2008
Grants receivable $ 65,783 $ 158,243
Other receivables 3,178 4,641
TOTAL $ 68,961 $ 162,884
NOTE 4 - INVESTMENTS
The fair value of investments was as follows at December 31:
2009 2008
Money market funds $ 18,360 $ 16,535
Equity mutual funds 560,856 412,462
Debt mutual funds 210,038 183,615
Land held for sale 50,000 50,000
Beneficial interest in trusts 8,633 7,384
TOTAL $ 847887 $ 669,996

These investments, other than the land held for investment, are insured by the Securities Investor
Protection Corporation up to $500,000. The Conservancy invests in a variety of investments, which are
subject to fluctuations in market values and expose the Conservancy to a certain degree of investment
risk.

Investment earnings
Investment earnings for the year ended December 31, 2009 and 2008 is summarized below:

2009 2008
Interest and dividend income $ 19,743  $ 35,151
Realized and unrealized gains (losses) on investments 120,089 (221,244)
TOTAL $ 139,832 $  (186,093)
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Catawba Lands Conservancy
Notes to Financial Statements
December 31, 2009 and 2008

NOTE 5 - PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT

Property and equipment consists of the following as of December 31:

2009 2008
Office equipment $ 110,815 $ 62,164
Property improvements 101,050 67,801
Total Property and Equipment 211,865 129,965
Less - accumulated depreciation (84,506) (66,209)
PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT, NET $ 127,359 $ 63,756

NOTE 6 - LINES OF CREDIT

The Conservancy maintains a $100,000 secured line of credit agreement with a financial institution.
The line of credit bears interest at the bank’s prime rate plus one percent and is collateralized by an
equal amount of cash. The Conservancy did not utilize the line of credit during 2009 and 2008.

The Conservancy also maintains a $1,250,000 secured line of credit agreement with another financial
institution. The line of credit bears interest at the rate of LIBOR plus two percent and is collateralized
by deeds of trust on various tracts of land owned by the Conservancy. The Conservancy did not utilize
the line of credit during 2009 and 2008.

NOTE 7 - LEASES

Operating Leases

The Conservancy has entered into non-cancelable operating lease agreements for office space and a
copier. Lease payments actually made during 2009 and 2008 were $55,349 and $53,084, respectively
for office space and $4,556 and $4,556, respectively, for the copier. Future minimum payments due
under operating leases are as follows:

2010 $ 43,175
2011 14,392
TOTAL $ 57,567

NOTE 8 - RETIREMENT PLAN

The Conservancy maintains a SIMPLE-IRA plan, as described in Internal Revenue Code Section
408(p), for the benefit of its employees. Employees can make pretax contributions to the plan and the
Conservancy can make matching or discretionary non-elective contributions on behalf of its
employees. For the fiscal years ended December 31, 2009 and 2008, the Conservancy made matching
contributions of three percent of eligible participants’ salaries, which amounted to $3,928 and $16,879,
respectively. Matching contributions were discontinued in March 2009.
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Catawba Lands Conservancy
Notes to Financial Statements
December 31, 2009 and 2008

NOTE 9 - NET ASSETS

Board designated, unrestricted net assets

The Board of Directors of the Conservancy has elected to set aside the investment income on
contributions received for the future stewardship and legal defense of land and easements that it owns.
At December 31, 2009 and 2008 the total of these funds was $205,784 and $12,277, respectively.

The Board of Directors has also set aside land for its conservation efforts. At December 31, 2009 and
2008, this land was valued at $13,070,912 and $12,724,181, respectively.

Temporarily restricted
Funds that have been received by the Conservancy for a particular purpose or period of time that have
remaining restrictions at December 31, 2009 and 2008, are detailed as follows:

2009 2008
Time Restricted:
Mecklenburg County $ 41,300 $ 50,000
Arts and Science Council 12,495 -
Total Time Restricted 53,795 50,000
Unutilized Funds:
Stewardship and legal defense 648,145 600,335
Open Space 6,774 47,460
Land acquisition 33,766 -
Lakewood project 12,500 -
Fish and Wildlife 7,000 -
Rhyne Trail 616 616
Carolina Thread Trail 13,379 20,000
Total Unutilized Funds 722,180 668,411
TOTAL TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS $ 775975 3 718,411

NOTE 10 - IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

The Conservancy received non-cash contributions (other than land and easements) during the year
ended December 31, 2009 and 2008, in the form of goods and services that are required to be
recognized in the accompanying statement of activities. In-kind contributions are detailed as follows:

2009 2008
Software and equipment $ 6,440 $ 3,700
Small tools received 50 1,364
Event decorations - 8,955
Design services 6,110 3,610
TOTAL $ 12600 $ 17,629
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Catawba Lands Conservancy
Notes to Financial Statements
December 31, 2009 and 2008

NOTE 11 - CONCENTRATIONS OF RISK

Geographic area
The Conservancy operates in a limited geographic area and is therefore sensitive to changes in the
local economy.

NOTE 12 - FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

The Conservancy’s activities are focused in three functional areas. Program services represent the
primary focus of the Organization’s activities. Supporting services are fundraising activities and
general and administrative activities. The costs of providing the various programs and other activities
for the year ended December 31, 2009 and 2008 are summarized on a functional basis below. Certain
costs have been allocated among the program and supporting services benefited.

2009 2008
Program services - public services $ 1883302 $ 4,325,363
Supporting services -
Fundraising 101,640 152,823
General and administrative 107,120 158,505
TOTAL $ 2,092,062 $ 4,636,691

NOTE 13 - FAIR VALUE MEASUREMENTS

Generally accepted accounting principles require fair value of financial instruments to be determined
based on the exchange price that would be received for an asset or paid to transfer a liability (an exit
price) in the principal or most advantageous market for the asset or liability in an orderly transaction
between market participants. It establishes a three-level valuation hierarchy based upon observable and
unobservable inputs, as follows:

Level 1 - Fair value is based on quoted prices in active markets for identical assets or liabilities.

Level 2 - Fair value is based on observable inputs other than Level 1 prices, such as quoted
prices for similar assets or liabilities, quoted prices in markets that are not active, or other
inputs that are observable or can be corroborated by observable market data for substantially
the full term of the assets or liabilities.

Level 3 - Fair value is based on unobservable inputs that are supported by little or no market
activity and that are significant to the fair value of the assets or liabilities.
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Catawba Lands Conservancy

Notes to Financial Statements

December 31, 2009 and 2008

NOTE 13 - FAIR VALUE MEASUREMENTS, continued

The Conservancy has segregated its financial instruments into the most appropriate level within the fair
value hierarchy at December 31, 2009, as follows:

Total Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
Investments:
Mutual funds $ 789,254 $ 789,254 $ - $ -
Community Foundation funds 8,633 - - 8,633
TOTAL $ 797,887 $ 789,254 $ - $ 8,633

NOTE 14 - SUBSEQUENT EVENTS

The Conservancy has evaluated subsequent events from the date of the statement of financial position
through the date of the audit report. During this period, no material recognizable subsequent events
were identified.
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